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in Charity to judge,” 
""Pntentions. -be big Vie, your 
che Honourable' Gentlemen g of 
the Committee, will be equally pleaſed; that I 
call vou in Aid to a Performance, \bas a 
Tendency to leſſen rbe Occaſions Pro- 
inthe ſpiritual Courts: Mbich are ſaid, 
and indeed tos notoriouſly to be denied, to call for 
ſome Refe n,. — This, I bope, toill pleaſe the 
"COMMITTEE; \: of 5 to ary per e tage" 
may ve 
e Faint 7 Jufly + 


r 190/49 & OBUE rev oe oe FE 
* a, * i 


MY 5 it nail 7 * by any one that 


bas ever confidered human Nature, much more | 


| | vho bave indulged wo Ti boughts f d far, 
 as'to havethe" Interefts of thi Chriftian 145 

en at Heart, tobe a very ſerious Thing that is 10 
40 e at. 77 is of a very ſerious Nature in 

17 60 and much more ſo, as it reſpects our yet 

_ Chriſtian Country. We are, at preſent, En- 


gliſhmen and Chriſtians. Our temporal Va- 


Le, (ff I may Jo eye} oy defended us fr 
4 Frenchmen: And I gueſtiam not, 
: bythe Ble ng of 4 prod ſpiricaal Vabur, . 

der ibe Goodneſs of our ( Cauſe,. ſhewed. in ans- 


ther Light, nol continue us Chriſtians. . The 


„Ed of. al Government is the Peace, the Happs- 


v-20gfs," the Security, and whatener elſe you pleaſe | 


"\ lt fart; of the. Community, and nothing 


re that, than the boly Inſtitu- 
e a ati that the more, the more they are 
* wi me that. none.can believe "there i 15 4 God, 


but muſt wiſh; at leaſt, that the Chriſtian Reli- 
e Þ 1a Was. laue. LA nh in al LG 22 as Ho 


48 jus pa 90 Men no their 2 Wy 15 fx 75 A 
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1 A ever in un Infidel's Opinion, tend more o 
l riſtian Religion, f fg went 
praftifed. It is a furlt 2 


Iſtian Religion, is but as C 
ind, i we would but keep cloſe to 
what it is, and bave nothing elſe in View, but 
to promote tbe Practice of its genuine Precepts. 
I think we are concerned in this, as e ure a Ci 
vil Community combined together to defend each 
other's Peace, and quiet Poſſeſſion of all that ii 
dear and valuable to Us. No Government can, ar 
ever did ſubſiſt without ſome Religion. No Re- 
ligion ever was in the Thoughts of Man, that 
contributed towards this great End, like the 
Chriſtian. So that all Diſputes concerning 
even the Chriſtian Religion, as to what it really 
and truly is, muſt be, and can only properly be, be- 
tween thoſe who believe God may in an extraor- 
dinary manner communicate his Will to Man- 
kind, and thoſe who abſolutely deny his Exiſtence: 
It being loft Labour to à fincere Deiſt to contend. 
againſt it. In all Ages there have been thoſe 
1000 have not been fully perſuaded of the Autho- 
rity of the Chriſtian Religion. Who but God 
himfelf can command the Mind of Man, or 
account for the Operation of it? And who but 
He ought to do it? But let a Man be ever ſo 
ſhort fighted as to the Proofs of its Authority, 
be muſt, if be knows and loves himſelf, be pleaſed 
with the Tendency of its genuine Precepts, ta 
make him happy. The. Chriſtian Religion ſeen 
in its natural Purity, would hike Pr. Aro's Vir- 
tue be beloved. 5 and even doated 0 by every un- 
ſullied Mind. For Heaven's jake, my Lord, 
let us make nothing a Part of Chriſtianity chat 


W . 


| 1 My 
apa not originally ſo, or that" has wt' g necrf, 
ſary Tendency 0 enforce its Precepts; am 


558 aw Mens 2 J 1 not it T hve bz 


exert e to the vp in E — 
every Ming that is fo. What'a Glory does it 
not caft on human Nature, to have thoje Diſco- 
veries of a bleſſed Immortality ſet before it, 

which we have ſo livelily revveſeured to us in oh 
Accounts we have of our holy Religion? How 
Fondly defirous ought we not to be of it, even 
under the Communication of inferior Evidence, 
than we have for it? And what a Meanneſs 


and Baſeneſs' of 2 does it argue, not merely 


to deſpiſe it, but even the being indifferent 
about 17 ? And yet that this is the Caſe with 
too many, is too true to be dented. 
Something or other, my Lord, very N 
geneous, muſt be at the bottom 9 "this : in a Coun- 
try, where we have the Evidence of our Re- 


ligion imparted to Us in the freeſt and ftrong- 


eft Light, and the Reaſonableneſs and Bea 


ty, and bigh Conſiſtency with all natural Reli- 


gion of its Precepts illuſtrated, in fo unreſtrained 
. : manner. And nothing ſeems to me, to fland 
ſ fo much in its way, as two Things; The Oppofi- 
Tion there is. in the pure Precepts of it, to the 

vicious Diſpoſitions of Mankind, and more par- 
ricularihj to that Vice, which I bave combated 
with in the following "Diſcourſe ; And another 


Thing, Oy 1 freall —_ ik glad 0 had | 
7 | a 


1 
mn - 


* oe Y 


65 vii 


bad no Occafion 8 2 The worldly Ini. 
_  rereſtedneſs* in all Ages of. too many: of 
boch the avowed Efpouſal of Precepts TS 


oppoſite to it, ought to be the tre from it 


in all their Actions. 


- As to the firſt of 7296 my Lord, T dont Forts 


e.Ethio- 
„ pian -bzfe, or to clear the Leopard of bis 


| tend to do what the highest a ures me 
16 fo difficult to be 94 1 20. 


* Spors.”. But this J pretend to hos done, and 


in a manner, I hope, not, in the general above 
the mean, nor. below the greateſt" Capacity, 
fo haue exerted a rational and laudable ture 


your 70--diſpoſſeſs Mankind, Tboſe f them,” I 


mean, who will think themſelves, by. their ratib. 


al Faculties, diſtinguiſhed from the Brutes, by 


the Exerciſe of them, as well as Tb carrying 


them about them, of that aorang. Notion, that 


Vice, and more particularly the beloved Vice 


an queſtion, contributes to their natural Happi- 


neſs. This, my Lord, is the great Point i 


Have: had in View in managing the Argument 


the following Diſcourſe; 8 2 \Teinuft ber 
ave to preſs. — to them, either to confeſs N 
ro deny. I the latter, Let them ſbem me, IOW 
u Creature can be happy in any beben Method, 
than according to the Scheme formed of bis 

Happineſs, in > Crake Mind, ut his Mak- 
ing? or tbat the confining themſelves with're- 
to the favourite Vice in queſtion, withjn 


other Limits than the polite,” and too many, in 
| ets of their. bs „ the unpolite 


Morid, * 5 


2420 


vii 3 
Morid, are pleaſed to ſet themſelues, is not the 
Order which their Creator has eſtabliſhed for 
them. If theycan prove this, I vill be content 


to ſtand in a white Sheer my ſelf, and openly 


acknowledge the Truth of their Opinion. But, 
F they cannot, (and that they cannot, is as cer- 
tain as that they cannot contrive the beautiful 


Succeſſion of Night and Day, and of the ſeveral 


Seaſons of the Year, by other than by tbe preſent 


Combination of Motions in the Bartb, erbat 


Purpoſe,) without any Regard to the manes et 


ſubtetranea regna threatned by tbe Chriſtian 


Inſtitutions, they muſt paſi, that continue 10 
indulge themſelves in this favourite Vice, even 
in therr own Opinion, when they reflect on it, in 


one ſhort Word, for Fools, pon deſpicable Crea- 


tures, whatever Station of human Life they are 


zin; as being either careleſs: what, Relation their 


Creator placed hem in, what the true Dignity 


OY 
0 


do not correſpond to it in their Actions. 


r ES Win of 
Grounds / much Diſbelief in the World, 9 


the certain Truths of our. holy Religion. And as 
Fer the other; Tho much may be ſaid in Exte- 
nuation of what appears worldly Intereſtedneſi in 


the Actions o, theſe wwho. by their Principles 


ought to have. nothing leſs; in their View, as in 
particular, That Men maybe deſirous of Power, 


- Authority and Mealth, fur tbe good and faith- 


il Uſe, which at wiſe Stewards to their great 
Lord, they. would make of them; and perhaps, 


of their Nature is, or If they are ſenfible of it, 
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in their own Opinions, acoguit themſelves bet? 
weer than others in the Diſcharge of ſuch Truſts, 
tere being nothing evil in itſelf, in the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of Power of any ſort, the Evil hing in the. 
unworthy Uſe of it when obtained, nat in 
XZ the Deſire after. it. T ſhall leave this Ob- 
X jection, in Truth, where real, ſo ftrongiy preva- 
ent againſt. it, to be obviated by. all thoſe; who 
are in Poſſſſin of theſe Advantages, and baue 
EK thereby the Opportunity given them to ſhew-the 
Sincerity of their Belief in what they profeſs, by 
= acquitting themſebves faithfully F tbe TrxusT, 
'F which they have taken on them, for the Benefit 
/ Ceſtuyque Uſe, in This, (as it is univerſally 
allowed it ought to be in all other the like Caſes,) 
FbBotb with reſpect to the Power, tbe Exerciſewbere- 
of they reſerve to Themſelves, and to that which 
| they have te Care of diſpoſing of to Others. 
Mx Losp, However light. Men are pleaſed 
to make of it, Life to all Conditions ꝙ Men, is 
2 very ſerious Thing. The meaneſt Man hat 
ſome, and the Greateſt. of all ſorts, have a 


great deal of Power delegated to them from the 
Almighty. And which they. all cannot make 

3 2 Better Uſe of, nor pr Poe 10 themſebves a-bet- 

ter Rule to diſcharge their reſpective Trufts by, 
than by confidering how the Creator bimſelf, 1 
did he take it into bis own Hands, would for the LE 
Beauty f his Creation acguit Himſelf. But 

as. be, has put it out of bis own, Hands immedi- 

3 dately, and left it to the diſpoſal f Others, thoſe 

hat are intruſted with any Sbare of any fort LA 1 
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his Por," win ung ably Be accountable 

ro Kim, irh whor: ain — agen 

oh Hemſehues, and bat Usi + * 
only the Juſtice of God 


N 
TY N * 8 
a concerned in Thie. 1 21] 2444.06 _ 711 


Avarice, Minbieos, an ſenſual 1Pledſure; 
are in one State, and Duty,. wirh- the natural 


and poſitive Rewards Pits anche other, more 


or M, tb ail Hen. ThisDuplicity. of our Na- 
rure ib H a wngſt wonderful Compoſition. Bur 
Avarice, and Ambition in the Fall Weight: f 
them, are too particular to do any great moral 


Hurt. in them ſelves, confidert ng his Bulk: of 7-1 


Mankind. It is ſenſual Pleaſurethat corrup 
the World. " Aud that anhich is the Subjett 
my Diſcourſe, the. moſt Favourite, the moſt in 
Walged,” anu the moft fatal Taſtance it. In 
writing which, at firſt, and nod in giving it the 
World, 'Phave bad this #n'View, the preventing 
in ſome-meafiur ; "rhe Muddineſs of the Stream, by 
clearong- 
wauft deſerwe;for-my honeſt Endeavours,the Than 
Ag coboje more 41mmediate Buſineſs it is by 
Themſelves, or Officers, to claanſe the Streamias 
Nh and likewiſe of Thaſe who/e world- 
dy Intereſt requires it ſpould rum clear. Ir ts, 
my Lord, e of-great-Delicacy, © bur U 
woos :T have mot indelicately touched it. 


On the: whole, I bumbiy beg your Lordſhip's 


„ Acceptance F il, as (tho' in a low 
and very diſtant day) acting in Concert with 
were pin the n Attempts you have 


made 


be Fountain Head: And in 2 doing 


(x1) 
made to flop the Deluge of Vice, and In fidelity, 
that ſeems to be flowing in upon us. I have endea- 


wvoured to embelliſh it a —_ and but a little, 
as 1 tranſcribed it for the Preſs, keeping ſtill 
1 View the „ my Argument as generally 


* Examp or be ßrovo „ in whatever State 


2 4 : 5 72 of the Gen Church in this 
Kingdom be left, (as towhich, I am ſenſible, it 
1 be very great Preſumption in me to in- 


rpoſe my poor Opinion, ) to diſcharge their Duty 
in wa like faithful manner, on every the like Oc- 


1 cafion, as 1 ay done, as far as they may be 


admitted to do it. After humbly recom- 
mending my ſelf to the favour of the Gen tlemen 


ö 3 of the Committee, and hoping they will have the 
Z Goopnxss 20 take ſome of my Books down with 


them into the Country, and diſperſe them among 
their Tenants and Neighbours, countenanci 
the Importance of the Subject, and che Juſt- 


neſs of tbe Argument by their own pious Ex- 


amples, T be . leave, My LoRD, fo crave Your 
BL ng, f 


.moſt 2 and moſt dutiful manner, 


Your Logpeurr's | 
May 1. 


TR very unworthy Son, bi rs? 


obedient Servant, 


Ro BERT WHAPTLEY. 
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0 acknowledge my ſelf to be, in the | 
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Diocgſ. L. dilecto nobis in Cbriſto 


AU s er officio naſtro mero contra 
T. H. de Crimine Fornicationis cum 
J quadam A. S. de eadem habit commiſſo 


' Convitt, ritè et legitim? procedentes, Illi prop- 


ter dictum crimen pœnitentias ſalutares, ef con- 


dignas injunximus, Te igitur præcipimus et 


mandamus quatenus prefat' T. H. evoces et 
coram te recipias ad dictas pœnitentias peragen- 
das, die, loco, modo, & forma inferius deſeript*, et 


JH humiliter, et pœnitenter ea/dem peraget. 


Nos noftrumve ſurrogatum aut alium judicem 


competentem quemcunq; debitò certifices, in vel 


ante ultimum diem menſis Nov. prox. Dat. apud 


L. ſub noftro figillo vicgſimo die menſis Seplem- 


bris A. D. 1732. 


The ſaid T. H. ſhall on Sunday Ocrober 1. 
repair to the Pariſh Church of T. being cloth- 


ed ina white Sheet, and a white Wand in his 


Hand, and ſtanding on a Stool before the 


reading Deſk, during divine Service and Ser- 


mon, ſhall immediately after the ſecond Leſ- 


C2} 


fon is read, with an audible Voice, make his 
humble Confeſſion, as follows. 


ME 4: "uſe 2 


Whereas I T. H. not having the Fear 
of God before my Eyes, but being led by 
the Inſtigation of the Devil, and my own 


carnal Concupiſcence, have to the Diſho- 


nour of Almighty God, the Scandal of 


many good Chriſtians, the Danger of my 


own Soul, 8 unfeigned Repentance) 
and evil Example of others, committed 
the grievous Sin of Fornication with A. §. 
I do humbly acknowledge, and am hear- 
tily ſorry for this my Offence, I do aſk 


God's Pardon for the fame, in Chrift Je- 


ſus, and promiſe by the Aſſiſtance of his 


Grace, from henceforth never to offend in 
the like manner. Which Promiſe, that 
J may be the better enabled to perform, I 


deſire all you that are here preſent to join 


with me in faying the Lord's Prayer, viz. 


— 3. 


2. F. 17 
V this Par El R "a I hold in | my 
Hands, you are enjoined to do Penance, 
for committing the Sin of Fornication. 
Fou are ordered to appear in this Aſſembly 
of your Neighbours in the Circumſtances you 
are in; whereby you are put to open Shame, 
for the deterring of others from committing 
the like Ofence: And you are to repeat after 
mea Form of Words, which I am commanded 
to read to you, whereby you are to expreſs 
your Sorrow and Concern for the great Crime 
you have committed againſt God, and for 
the publick Scandal you have given thereby, 
1 am likewiſe commanded in the Latin part 
of this Order, to do what in me lies, that 
your being put thus toopen Shame, Se. may 
produce in you a juſt Senſe of your Offence: 
That your Repentance, not confined in the 
Expreſſion of it to the bare outward Form 
only, may be real and ſincere, and be attended 
wich the proper Conviction and Contrition 
of the Mind, ſo as for you to reſolve, by the 
Grace of God, never to incur the like Guile 


ran 32 75 


— 


And in order that we may Both do, what 
is thus required of us, on this Occaſion, 
I ſhall lay before you the Nature of Sin, in 
general, and of your Sin, in particular, the 
Nature of Repentance, and the W and r 

of publick Penance. 


HOW Sin came e into the World, has Ro 
Matter of great Enquiry, in all Ages; "none | 
 Heathens, as well as Others. 

But howſoever it came into the World, it 
is plain that it is in it. And it is as plain | 
that it is the greateſt, if not the only Monfler 
in it. And if we have it in our Power, 
we cannot do too much to leſſen it, if we 


cannot go ſo far as utterly to thruſt it out 


from among us. 
Agreat deal that has been faid of the Ori- 
gine and Nature of Sin, might have been ſpar- 
ed, had thoſe who treated of 1 it, taken care 
to fix the true Notion of it. 
Sin is nothing elſe but he Munter d. of 
a © 1h And a Law is nothing elſe but ſome 
Rule ſet by a ſuperior Being, who has Right 
ſo to do, to an inferior one. It never was 
doubted' that the Creator might preſcribe 


a Rule to his Creature. The Violation of | N 


which Rule is what we call Sin. 

This Rule implies in it ings, with- 

, out which it cannot be a Law, viz. - A Re- 

ward for the Obſervers of it, and a Punifh- 
ment for thoſe who do nat obey ir. . 

—_ > e 


„ 
Here to Things more are to be conſidered, 
very material. Firſt, That this Law be-ſuf- 
ficiently made known to thoſe who are to be 
governed by it. Secondly, That they have 
a Power within them, either to obey it, or 
not. 85 | 93 5 . 
If they have not a Power to diſobey it, 
there was no Neceſſity for it to be given. If 
not a Power t obey it, the Being that gave it 
muſt be a fooliſbh and an evil Being. Fookſh 
in preſcribing that, which thoſe to whom it 
was preſcribed could not practiſe, and an evil 
Being, in exacting a Puniſhment for Non- per- 
formance of that which it was impoſſible to 
penn 8 
But our great Creator is infinite Wiſdom 
and infinite Goodneſs itſelf. „ 
He can preſcribe nothing to his Creatures 
that they cannot perform, and if he puniſhes 
them, it is for not performing His Will, 
which they were acquainted with, which 
they had Power to perform, and the Per- 
formance of which he had by his abſolute 
Authority over them a ſufficient Right to ex- 
eee, non „ 
From all this it appears, that Sin is the 
Tranſgreſſion of a Law, that is ſufficiently 
made known to a Creature capable of obeying 
it. And as God Almighty the great Crea- 
tor of all things, is the great Author of all 
Order in which they are placed, Sin being 
the Tranſgreſſion of this Order, it is the 
Tranſgreſſion of che Law of God, The 
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The only Difficulty in Relation. to Sint is, 


Hv God came to ſuffer it in the World? 
Wu did he not make Creatures uncapable 


of breaking his Laws, and conſequently of 
making themſelves miſerable? . 

This indeed is a Difficulty, but not ſo great 5 
2 One, as ſome have made it. Who for this 
reaſon would throw God out of the World? 
As if it were incompatible, with the very 
Being of a God, to leave this Defect or - 
Mark of Imperfection i in it. This i is nothing 


leſs than ſetting themſelves up in God's Stead, 


But Wo is it that asks this Queſtion, and 
ſuppoſes this to be ſo great a Diſiculiy? 


Why, God's Creature Man. Man, that is 
avowedly and confeſſedly capable of inform- 


ing himſelf of the Law of God, and has 
Ability to practiſe this Law. And is It not 
unreaſonable for ſuch a one to ask this Queſ- 


tion? To count it a Hardſhip to have it in his 


Power to diſobey the Law of God, at the ſame 


Time that he knows he has it in his Power 


to acquire the Glory and Happipeſs of obey- 
we. 

11 ſhould ſeem, methinks, very buprifng, 

chat there ſhould be ſuch a Creature as Man 

is, fo conſtituted with ſuch Capacities to di- 


ſtinguiſh between Good and Evil, Right and 


Wrong, Juft and Unjuſt, a generous Action 
and a. mean One, in ſhort, the righteous 
Law of God and his own unrighceous Wall, 
and Bas ſuch Abilities to chuſe Good and 

| avoid 


| 
| 


late with his MAKER for making him ſuch 
an ambiguous Creature, rt. 
For, while he has it in his Power to 


make himſelf happy, in the Obedience of his 


Maker's Laws, why ſhould he think it an 
Unkindneſs done him to have it likewiſe in his 


Power to make himſelf miſerable, by the Diſ= 


obedience of them? 


Leaving therefore our righteous God to 
| explain What little of Myſt ery there 18 in 


this Matter, in his own Time, when no 
Doubt he will ſufficiently juſtify his Wiſdom, 
and his Goodneſs in framing of all his Crea- 


tures, and particularly of the Lord of this 
World, Man, I ſhall proceed to ſay This, 
That I am, for my ſelf, content with the 


Glory there is in obeying the Will of God, 
« with what Hazard and Danger there may 


ebe, from chat inherent Diſpoſition, and Pro- 
0 penſity in our uninſtructed Nature towards 


If we had had a bare Power of finning, 
and not a Propenſity to it, the bare Power 
would have put our Virtue to little or no 


Trial. Nay, there could hardly have been 
any Virtus at all! Fer Virtue confiſts in 


maſtering the Struggle between the Dictates 


of our Reaſon, and our vicious Propenſities, 


and in overcoming theſe, notwithſtanding 


_ the flattering enchanting Appearances to give 


Pleaſure in them, for the Sake of the Order 


and 


avoid Evil, and yet ro be ready to expoſtu- | 
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and Command of n e an In- 


dulgence. iN 


(3) 


By this Ambievlty (if 1 may ſo term 10 
of our Nature, whereby we are ſo conſtitut- 
ed, as not only to have a Power to tranſgreſs 
the Law of God, but as we grow up have 


ſtrong Paſſions and Inclinations that under 


ſpecious Pretences invite us actually to diſ- 
obey it, or in the Apoſtle St. Pauls Words, 


who kijew human Nature well, have a Law 


in our Members warring againſt the Law of our 
Mind, by this civil Diſſenſion within us, we 
are capable if we make a right Uſe of it, and 


caſt the balance on the fide we ſhould, to ar- 


rive at a degree of Merit, and perhaps of real 
Excellency, that we could never have arrived 
at without it. And perhaps there is now no 


compleatly apf intellectual Creature in the 


Univerſe, that has not . eee it, and ar- 


rived at the great happineſs it now enjoys, by 


paſſing thro this Fiery Trial. Which Tri- 


al would not be ſo hot to any of us, in any 


Sort of vicious Inclinations, if we would make . 


a a due Uſe of our Powers of Thou gt, and Re- 


flection, as ſoon as we were able to make 
ſuch uſe of them. And thereby prevent that 
Biaſs to what is Evil, which by the Repeti- 
tion of ſinful Indulgences is contnudlly; 1 in⸗ 
creating, * 


With 'the Bade 4 and; its Luſts and Defires 


ee Man has in common with the Beaſts, 


aca is allied to the Angelict Nature, and is 4 
endowed. 


190% 


* with a Mind n to diſtinguiſh 
between Evil and Good, between what ap- 
pears ſo, and what really is ſo. And it is by 
the Uſe or Diſuſe of this latter Part of our 
ſelves that we make our Approaches to either 
Side of our Relations, and increaſe the Ki 2 

The Source of all Religion being the 


lief of a God, no Man that had due Appre- 
henfions of chat great Being, but would be 


perſuaded that he could command his Crea- 
tures nothing, however grievous to any part 
of us it may appear, but what-in the: end 
muſt really tend to his Creatures Happineſs. 
He might have wiſe Reaſons to make his Laws 
in their Practice difficult for a Seaſon (and 


for a Seaſon only are they ſo, for Uſe i in this, 


as in all other things, makes what is difficult 
pleaſant and eaſy) but while they are not im- 
practicable, his Goodneſs is no ways at Stake. 
So far from that, that his Goodneſs is eſta- 


bliſhed by the A Law he gives, however 


difficult to be obeyed; 'whilſt-nort impoſſible 
to be ſo. If impoſibl it could be no Lau, as 
I have told you. And if a Lau; as attended 
with Rewards aid Pumiſhments;'the Rewards 
muſt be greater than the Delight the break- 
ing it could give, a and.che Pain of the Puniſh» 
ment muſt be leſs eligible: than the Pain of 


renouncing the Indulgence of our moſt violent 


Deſires, or the foregoing the Violation of it. 


Otherwiſe there could be neither Reward nor 


a Puniſhment, and e no Law at all. 


ST Gop 


C 


vw r 
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Soy could neither be a wiſe nor a en 5 


Being if it was otherwiſe 
And what a Check is this; in it lf, x 
ought it not to be ſo thought of by us, to all 


vicious and unlawful Indulgences, to think, 


that whenever we are ſet on by any Paſſions 


or Inclinations to tranſgreſs the Law of God, 


we are tempted to be guilty of a ſort of Self 


murder; for in complying with them we make 


our ſelves /inful, and conſequently miſerable 


Creatures? And better not be at all, than tobe 1 


and not be boppy. 


And the Reaſon * * 4 is i'fo auch 


Sin, notwithſtanding this, in the World, is 
only owing to Men's not taking due Time to 


conſider the true Diſtinction between Good 


and Evil, and habituating themſelves accor- 
dingly. Taking Good for Evil, and Evil for 
Good, Happineſs for Miſery, and Mi ery for 


Happineſs, whilſt they will not give them- 


ſelves Time to conſider the Nature of both. 
Tho' it be of ſo infinite Conſequence to ar 
.to be well apptized of it. 

God indeed may not improperly be aid, in 


che Mate of Man, what withthe vicious Weeds 
chat naturally ſpring up in him, and the great 


Difficulty as he grows up in providing a due 


Culture of him, to have placed him, as it 
ough the 
Crevices of the Window-Shurters'Lightonly = 
was admitted. But with reſpect tothe ſpiritual 
pare of his * 2 — 


were, in a dar Room, into which thr 


u lies without it is un 
with) He gave to all "material 845 their 
anſwer the Euds for 
which he deſigned them. When he made 

this Earth of ours, and ſowed the Seeds of 
all Herbs, Plants and Trees in it, with in- 
den Gon to ſtock it with living Animals, co 


(4). 


to beled by thoſe few Rays to open the Shut: 
ters, and let in more Light, if he pleaſes. 


Tis true, the Organ not uſed to it, at firſt 
receives Pain from the Admiſſion of! it, but 
in a little time will find the Pleaſure af the 


Light to be natural to it, and far to exceed 
E of the Darkneſs. 


The Subſtance of all chat I dare been Gaps 


| ing hitherto, concerning the Nature of Sin, 
is this, © That it is the Tranſgreſſion of the 
* Law of God, of the Creator of the Uni- 


« verſe's Will, by a Creature, whom he has 
ce entruſted with a Power of caſting a Shade 


(e or a Beauty, on part of his Creation, by 


<« giving him a Power of conforming him- 
5 far to his Divine \ Will, or oppoling him- 


« ſelf ro it.“ 


But it being of the higheſt Importance 


to let you into the true Nature of Sin, 1 ſhall | 


explain it by a Word or two more. 


When God ſer his creative Power at Work, 
and made this moſt beautiful Frame of 
Things, (as all within the reach of our 
ROONEY ze appears to be, and which we 


y well ſuppoſe that wha greater part 


proper and due Powers to 


C2 
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ubtedly framed 


TY i) i 
be nouriſhed and ſheltered: by chem; be 
made the Sun to enliven and cheriſn it, to 

be the vivifying Principle of all Things in it, 
and to anſwer this Purpoſe, he made it to go 
round it once in twenty four Hours, thereby 


5 cauſing Night and Day (a Time to work wy 


be active in, and a Time to. reſt arid-repoſe 


our ſelves) he framed it likewiſe in ſuch a 


manner, as that in this its daily Motion, it 
ſhould be continually approaching or reced- 
ing from it, that thereby the ſeveral Seaſons 
of Spring and Fall, Summer and inter, 
might for the better Purpoſes of his Intenti- 
ons be occaſioned. He gave to every Plant 


and Animal its proper Nature to receive Be- 
nefit from the Sun; and when it had arrived 


to its due Perfection, to propagate its Kind, 
and to quit its Station in it, either by actual 
Decay, or by being deſtroyed for the ſubſer- 
viency of ſome other Thing, and ſo make 
room for a Succeſſor. This is the conſtant, 


ſtanding, invariable Nature of all material 


and irrational Beings, whether animate or in- 
| enimate. 1 | 
When God bad made this World. "ad. 7 
greatly furniſhed it, he ſet Mam at the Head 


of it all; and to make that Uſe of every 


Thing in it, as was neceffary for the Sub- 
. »fiſtence, and the Comfortableneſs of his Be- 
ing 19 all. thoſe inanimate, J and irratio- 
. nally animate Creatures, he gave reſpect 
«Powers, ien as they neither can out 0 any 


20 2 Cboic E, 


„ 
Choice, of their own follaw, ſo neither can 
hs out-of ing! dae, of * own 


But to Man be gare A — Soul, A Mind, 


and endowed him with Knowledge and Rea- 
fon, made him a complex Being, material 


and ſpiritual, and by his ſpiritual Nature 


made him, in a Degree, Partaker of his own 
Divine Nature. He made him capable of 
Luquing himſelf, © That he is the Creature 
e aid "Subject of a divine Mind, who made | 
tc all Things; made him ſenſible of his Sub- 
e jection to him; and as he had a Power of 
« having it communicated to him, gave oy 
« A Law which he was to direct and 
* himſelf by, in the Courſe of his Exiſtence.” 
The end of giving him which, could only 
be- to make him, in ſome meaſure, the Au- 
thor of his own Excellency, < by i imitating 
c that Order which the divine Mind had 
wy, eftabliſhed in natural Things, in conform- 
e ing himſelf to thoſe Rules which he ſer 
e him. And it is apparent, that all Sin is in- 
troductive of Diſorder and Confufion into the 
World, and all Conformity to the Law of 
God in intellectual Creatures, i is eſtabliſhing 
and preſerving en Thing in 1 due :Gnoer 
and Perfection. 
Ai This, I:think,; texids n 10 is th 


©; 


& * . JE 9 * 1 : 1 
CCC a9 en ee a 


25 * Sin, and ene at once maln es 


«tr 10 chere is in it. e 8 
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Order and Beauty in the natural World. 
u Happineſs in the intellectual World, is che 
Conſequence of the reſpective Creatures 
Conformity to the Law of their Maker. De- 
Jormity and Diforder in the natural World, 
and Miſery in the intellectual World, the 
Conſequence of Deviation from the natural 
Laws of God in the one, and from not uſing 
in a lawful manner the Faculties and Powers 
with which intellectual Creatures are en- 
dowed and entruſted in the other. 


I told you when ] firſt ſpoke concerning 


Lam, that it was neceſſary it ſnould be #nown to 
be the Will of a Superior towards an Inferior, 
Now we have by the ordinary Uſe of our Un- 
derſtanding no other way of knowing what 
is allowed. us, and what forbidden, than by 
conſidering what. tends moſt to the * 
and Perfection of God's Creatures, that are 
capable of being made more perfect and hap- 
py by our Actions, or har the contrary. 
This is a ſure and certain Rule to guide our 
ſelves by, and this is that way of diſcovering 
our Great Maker's Will, which is called 2. 
tural Reaſon. And this is what alb t e Hea- 
then World have been chiefly; if not alone 


governed by, till it pleaſed God to ſend his 


Son into the World, to make a more explicit 
Declaration of his Will, with the great In- 
couragement to the Practice of it; by mak-. 
ae expreſly eternal Life, or eternal Death 
th e . e of Obedience or Dil, ; 


— 
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| ence to it · And tho'. he has done fo,' yer 


has: no-ways intended that we ſhould — <q 
the uſe of our natural Faculties and Powers 


towards the Diſcovery of his Will, by which 


we ate to govern: our: ſelves, but rather che 
more excited us thereto. We are indeed 
Revelation expreſly aſſured there is a Will of 
God by which we are to be governed; but we 
are left at full Liberty to ſolace our ſelves 


7 _ the Reaſenableneſs of it, from the beau- 


tiful Varniſh it lays on every. Thing that 


ney under the Influence of Conformity to 


By joining which to the Authority of Re. 
ven, they give great Light and Force to 
each other. It is by our natural Reaſon, that 
we know there is a Derry; "This revelation 


implies. And we cannot know there is 4 
God, but at the ſame time muſt ſee we have 
a Power of deriving many juſt Conſequences, 


from that Belief, of which our being obliged 


to promote all Order and Harmony in the 


World, is moſt evidently one. God indeed 
might have made the Motions of the moral 
World as conſtant and as unvariable, as he 

has thoſe of the natural, but then we'had 


been deprived of the Honour he bas left 


to us, to co- operate, as I may ſay; with him 
in perfecting his Creation. Nen 26007; 


Now as chere is nothing that tend W 
much towards the Order of the World, as 


| ance: of the Law God has enacted | 


e as the Nel Ek — | 
to lay before yeah) Lowof Godin 


thisreſpeR as you are = a Cl 


eſent to vo Whate 


— and Mill of 3 3 meer 4 of 
Nature, or the r of: meer natural Reaſon, 
in this Reſpect. 
2 And Fit, Sr "Ceci 

conſidered, aubich mit be the Parent of 


of 3 . OE 9 0 1 2 817 147 yy 


moſt Order or \Confufion, a promiſcuous Uſe of 


Nan and Woman, or a Refraint put on that 
riſe. And in making this Judg- 
ment, we muſt be ſure to carry this 
I eing Creatures of the 
_ ©. ſame; Make, there can be no natural Right 

ce, for one to dos hi 


free Intercc 


with us, That! we: being 


hing that another” Has. not 
«, an equal Right to. : Ly i . 0 . LOTS 33-455 


Nov if no — to take anc 
every Man was to have to do with every Wo- 
man, or with as many as be pleaſed, what 

monſtrous Confuſio 
World? What Conte 


on would there be in the 
ation ando what: De- 
ſtruction * occaſi e What, by 


Quarrels and Contentions among Men, and 
what through want af due 
dxen (for who would be led to take Care for 

that Which he: had no reaſon. to think his 

5 3 he . would | 


re for Chil- 


i ek EP it to be 


nh) 


os anks to thoſe who do / indulge 
themſelves, that this is not noto the Caſe. 
This apparent Cbnſequence of an n. 
bounded Intercourſe Between the two: Sexes, 


NIS nd 


has occalioned Laut to be made from the 
aſt peopling of the World, i 
ant gave Riſto Marriage. - : , 
practiſed by the moſt barbarons Hearh&h 
Nations, as well as by the moſt polite and 
civilized. 8 
And this Reftraine a Matriag e, for the 
moſt Part, confined to a Man's Ning bur 
ent Woman, and one Woman on Man only. 
Me are told by Revelation that God made 
au Woman only ar fit, for one Man. Which 
 ſhews plainly what his Divine Pleaſure was 
in this Particular, and wherein the Happi- 
ue of his Creature and the Order of the 
orld was beſt fecured. For if there was 
a Reaſon for its being otherwiſe, it ought to 
have been at the fitſt peopling of che World. 
This, either by reaſon, or by Tradition was 
known to the Heathen World, and ſtrongly 
confirmed to them by an Obſervation which 
Men in all Ages are able to make, if they 
_ pleafe, and has been made with great Exact- 
neſs by ſome, viz. © Thar there are born neat 
an equal Number of either Sex. And 


55 what Exceſs there is, is on the Side of Man. 


Which plainly proves, as every Man muſt 
have a Right to a Woman, and every Wo- 
man to a Nr * Nature, That more ought 

Yo” | i. | * never 85 
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never to be allowed, but one to one. Becauſe 
many otherwiſe muſt be under a Neceſ- 
 fity of going without what they had an equal 
right to, with any others. 
And as chis was known to the Heathen 
World, ſo tho there were wicked Men among 
them that tranſgreſſed the Laws of Nature, 
and the eſtabliſhed: Laws of their reſpective 
Countries, by breaking their Marriage Ar 
greement, and committing Adultery and Fun- 
nication with others, as there are thoſe t 
do ſo under the Law of the Goſpel: Let 
ſuch wicked Perſons were held in great Diſ- 
repute among them. Which plainly proves 
what a Senſe they had of the Neceſſity and 
Reaſonableneſs of Marriage, and of the Sa- 
credneſs of the 1 of it, and conſequently 
of every Man's being coꝝfined in this Reſpect. 
They knew by the Light of Nature : 
that if the Marriage Bond was not ſacred 
there could be no Confidence, no Friendſhip, 
no mutual Concord between the married 
Couple. No exerting themſelves with Plea- 
ſure for the Care of their Children whilſt 
it was uncertain whoſe.they were, on the 
one Hand, or no cap Love and Con- 
ſtancy, on the her . 
But We being as Chriſtians under the Go- 
vernment of 'the moſt expreſs and declared 
Will of God, I ſhall 9 no longer under 
this Head. Only obſerving. that from 151 
* of Nature! it is N e . ; hg 85 


9). 
* N We of one his 5 one Woms 
= is natural to Man. 89s. 

From the equal Nn chat every "i 
has equally to every Thing, before Laws 
were made, and the Neceſſity of a Reſtraint 
in this as well as in other Inſtances of Property. 
_ Secondly, From the equa] Number of both 

Sers born: Than which a more manifeſt 
Declaration of the Intention of the Creator 
of the Species cannot well be given. 
© Thirdly, the End of the Intercourſe bes 

tween tlie two Sexes not being the meer Gra- 
tification of the ſenſual Appetite in propa- 
gating che Species, but for the mutual Sup- 
Port and Comfort of one, another, and of 
their Children, in other Reſpects, it is plain 
that theſe other and more "ſubſtantia and 
more laſting Satisfactions are more certainly 

attainable the o7e Way than the her. This 
needs no Proof, any more than it does, 

that ſenſual Enjoyments are not the chief De- 
light that God 8 Us, and conſequently 
that ſhould ariſe from the Union of the two 
Sexes; or that thoſe ſuperior and intellectual 
Pleaſures can take place but in the Union PL. 
the Hearts of one of either Se. . 

I might add a further Reaſon, might ir | 
be allowed in this Place, viz. That moſt 
Men find they have enough to do with one. 
But whatever Defe#s there may be in Ma- 
W as God and Nature has eſtabliſhed” 

Orde ok! it, oy 2 from ourſelves 5 


Fe 


hs 


and noDoubt as well from the Im 


into it, in your Infancy, and as you have 


Tho End 


on the one Side, as from thoſe on the —— 
What we read of the N the Fews 
ad of having mere 9 2 than one, muſt 
be reſolved: into the ſoyereign Power and 


Pleaſure of God, who may make what ex+ 


ceptions he pleaſes, and ſuſpend; as he 


ſhall ſee fit, his Laws. He can produce 


Order out of apparent Confufion © bs ſupply- 


ing the natural Defects of fuck Suſpenſion 


by Methods to us unknown: It is ſufficient 
for us, That we are Chriſtians, 8 Ars 


under our bleſſed Saviour's Laws, with whom 


Te may fay, with Authority and with. Kea: 
„ That it was e, the: Begin ung; 

or is it to be ſo now... 3 
dich brings me to conſider what 8 : 
1 2 — of Chriſt is, in this particular, and t 
which you are ſubject, as you were ba 


dublickly declared your ſelf to: a Member of 
iS Church: 55 Ir ceizing t. fe eee af 
At A aptiſm your Sureties prom ard 

vow. for” Jou, that you, are to rencunce all the 


ed Lufts of the Fleſh, and that you Fhould 


keep. God's : Al and Comments 10 oy 


.Now Shit the Label La of the Eb are are; 
which youi;renounce at 


| — we of the Heart Frege ould Eb 
2 © ay Thoughts, 


/ een 5 
7 Faſſages of Scripture, Mat, 3 5 


 houghts,' Murders, FE cation 
dec. and in St, Paul's; Epiſtle — lations 
Chap v. the Apoſtle, reckons them up, and 
{ets Adultery and Farmcetion,. and all manner 
of Uaclaanneſi at the Head of chem, The 
Works e be 5 — are mani, which arg 


thefe, Adultery, Fornicatien, Uneleanne(s, LI. | 


 Etviouſneſs, Hatred, Vertance, & e. In ſhore, 


there is no Sin in the Goſpel that. i 18 0 _ | 


quently forbidden, as all — \Impurity 

whatſoever. And the Heinouſneß of it in the 
Sight of God, may be concluded from its 
being every where in the New T; eftament fer 
at the Head, and fr ft: mentioned in every 
Catalogue of Sins enumerated therein. Thus 


it is in the two Places I have fer before. you, 


and thus you will find it in Mart ii. a 1. Rom. 
3 1 Cor. v. II. and vi. 10, and in Cole, 
i. g. And to ſhe the great Regard which 
our Saviour had to the Obſervation of this 
Law. of his among his Diſciples. (and at the 
ſame time to expreſs. how dear their Happi- 
neſs was to him, which he knew. the Ob- 


ter vation of this, a 


 fifthef Mat. in his Explanation of the ſeventh 


"Commandment, That whoſoever looketbon a Hor" 


man 10 luſt after her, hath committed the Sin 


with ben already in his Heart. And this win 


= greateſt Reaſon; for if it be unlayful to 


| lonadle ſuch Dass ſhould have Perm 


ve all his other Laws 
would procure Sow he has told us in the. 


ry any Deſire 2 into Ad, it is highly untea- 
2 continue in our ur Thoughts, : tn” 


from the Guilt of any 


EM 


5 che cy tary or 2 e and Dig- 
nity of our Nature, keep our ſelves too far off 
Sin. And our Saviour 
knew full well, as to this; that if the Guard 
was taken away, the Enemy would ſoon enter, : 
and therefore enjoined our keeping a good 

Look out, under the fame Penalty” WE) me a 


baſe Surrender; (110%) 253-61 665 3 86 

And if it be unlawful for Aa fingle Main to 
luſt after another's Wife, it is no leſs fo for 
a married Man to luſt after a ſingle Woman. 
The Law is the ſame both for Nan and for 
Woman: There is no Diſtinction made in 
the Goſpel, and therefore we ought not to 


make it. And thoꝰ not ſo diſreputable among 3 


Men, yet it is equally heinous in the Sight 


of God for a Man to commit Fornication or 


Adultery as a Woman. Both are equally en- 


joined to keep their V. eſs in Santtification and 


de- 


in Honour, and the grievous Panty 


nounced . thoſe 82 88 o not do fo, aſſet 


both alike. - - - / e a 
Of which LP an eee in ne to excite 


6 you-a Juſt — of the Danger you dave 
into, and to deter all others 
that hear me om. following your unhappy 


brought your 
Example, I come now to ſpeak, and ſhall lay 


it before you in the en Words of the 
| Goſpel. . =, r bY | 
Hieb. x, 14. Marriog is bonotrable'; in all, 8 

and the Bed ay: + nn and 


44 


( 23) 
7 Adulterers, God will judge, 1 Cor. vi. . Know 
Fe not, fays the Apoſtle, that the Unrighteous 
Hall not inherit the Kingdom of Heaven. Be 
nut deceived, neither Formcators, nor: Idolaters, 


. nor Adulterers, nor ffeminate, nor Thieves, nor 
Covetous, —— Dl 140 1 _ 1 Kin- 
0 3 F God. 


You ſee your Crime i is ſet at the Head of 5 
a great deal of bad Com pany. 
And Eph. v. 5. For this you 8 char o 
- boremonger,. or unclean. Perſon hath. any In- 
Vberitance in the Kingdom of Gad. v. C. Be- 4 
cauſe of theſe things cometh the Wrath of God on - 
tze Children, of Diſobedience. And to name . 
no more, (for I ſhould never end to mention 1 = 
all) hear what God himſelf ſays in Rev. xi. | 
in theſe Words, I am Alpha and Omega, the 
. Beginning and the End. He that overcometh | 
. ſhall inberit all Ti "bings, and I will be his Gad. ; 
and be ſhall be my Son. But the. Fearful, and 7.0 
the Unbelieving, — the Abominable, and Mur- © 
derers, and ſhoremongers, ſhall baue their Ag 
| Part? in the Lake which burneth with Fire and f 
Brimſtone, which is the ſecond Deatb. 
1 And let no one think that theſe dreadful De- 15 
nunciations are pronounced againſt the Auul- 
terer only; the ſimple / horemonger is, as you 
ſee, often expreſly mentioned, and ee 
included under them. 
For all Defires of this fore God has pro- . | 
vided. Marriage, and Marriage only. He 1 
"1h N chem any * n muſt „ 


1 


5 9 


0 . "a As 
RS as ee „ 
— 
* 
* 


* * * 
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ONE: e, e 


In all the hre Paſſes, 1 1. now. 


poet — of abundance more, wherein alt 
manner Inpurity is fo den, the Whore- 

+ ranked wich wn Hdulterer. The 
Gita Penalt ltyattends him as attends the other; 
the Law of the Goſpel requires an ab/olute 
Purity. And it is vain for any Man to pre tend 


to diſtinguiſh himſelf by any Means out of it. 


— This ib a Gin of a ſecret Nature; for which 
reaſon I ſhall be open and plain, as my Duty 
is on this Oecaſion. You may deceive Men, 

but you cannot deceive God. You may even 
deceive your ſelves to your own Ruin. Nay, 


Conſeiences may lie a while alleep. But if 


— on a Death Bed; or, if pre- 


— by a ſudden Death there, at * 
Hearts fhall be reg 857 to Abr, an every one 
ſhall give an —— of what be bath done, 


Day of A 


_ whether it be good, or whether it be evil. 


{NPR have the Heart if he have any 


And he cannot have the Heart, 


= ilk halve it with him. Look into t -pÞ 


nth Chapter of the 1 Cor. and you will 
bee chere the Remedy for burning, is Maryia 4 
ne little indirect private dealing with a 
n * 3 All things are open 


e 


ou may ſo manage the Matter, as that your | 


this de i wa any of you, your Con- 
| es fleep now, only to awake with the 


55 * V3. ) 45 
and naked to « Sereening it from the 
World is not — it from God: Whoſe 
all-ſceing Eye knows who is ſincere and we 
Is not, WHO walks in Sincerity and Uptights 
noſt before him, and who not, and . tens . 
account arcordiciply; "SY 
It this Chapter the Apoſtle hs Gar, v. 11 
| Norwichiſtanding, to avid Fortication, let 
every Man have bis on Wiſe; aud lr el 
Womum have ber dum Huthatd. And v. 9. 
| they canhat contain, ter thitn mary. For # 2 
| mare, ban ts burn. 

And whatever Diſfeput taten is eaſt on ths 
wiarried: Stute, by the fooliſh and in 
rate Sinner, it is a moſt fatal Miſtaltke. "Pak 
tal in its Conſequenees to him as to this 


World, as well as to the next, there bei 
of :Nocoflry, (as it is the Appointmefit of Gai 
more true Pleaſure in one fitiple Day bet 
the cordial 'Frietid{hip of à Well paired mats 
ried Couple, whether poor or rich; char in 
all the fiotous Delights of the LHeefttious Sit 
ner; „ it being in vam for any Creature tdb 
©” ſodle-for: HappineſFin a Way that is not 
* of God's own Appointfneft 3 
How ſweet is Labour to a poor Man, 
hilft he ig pfovidi for tlie Neceffitles of 
a füfchful careful and beleved Wife, as well 
«Fhivown,-and their joint Chieten And 
whhe a Relifhdovs it not IVES the rich 
Plates, s hure D 36 
de Bie Sable Pe 


and Companion! | *E 1 


— EE EE 5., 


—— -- - © —— 


e 


God having himſelf appointed the * 8 
riage State to be the only; State wherein. the 


two o Sexe were to come together, his Go 


neſs is at Stake, as well as his Wiſdom, if 
when rightly and duly entered into, when 
People come together on juſt and proper Mo- 
tives, on mutual Likings of one another's 
Qualities, and Tempers of Mind, | behaving. 
afterwards in it as thoſe. will who enter it on 
due Conſideration, I ſay, God's Goodneſs and 
Wiſdom: are both at Stake, for its being the oper 
pieſt Method of Intetcourſe that can poſſibly 


be imagined between Man and Woman. /. 


And — is - the natural Reward of God's 
Low, in this reſpect. But beſides ;and be- 
| yond this, God, to ſnew that he is Maſter, 
and that he muſt be obeyed, and well know- 
ing of what Conſequence. it would be to the 
Beauty and Perfection of his Creation, not to 
have the Order he had eſtabliſhed in this Re- 
ſpect broke in upon, has threatned the moſt 
dreadful Puniſbments, as I have laid before 
you, on Thoſe, who pretending to be wiſer 


than himſelf in this Particular, indulg 


a Commerce at large with the other Sex 
aut of Marriage, or do not confine; them- 
ſelves to one, and cultivate: the true and ra- 
tional Delight) with one, in it. 


you are conſcious to your ſelxes of doi 
ook ye to it, remember what Inow have 


you plainly and freely, and in an undiſg guiſed 8 
manne 5 chat the moſt terrible 33 0 5 


: Ridge 


1 * 


uch if ang of 


. 
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Gd attend the wilful Tranſgreſſion of his 


|  facred Law; which receives no ſmall Aggra- 


vation in this particular from its not being to 
be committed without another's partaking 
with you in the Guile, There are Sins of a 


very heinous Nature that have not this Ag- 


ravation in them. Even in Murder itſelf, 
only that commits it is guilty, whereas in 


char for which YOU do Penance, ANOTHER 


partook of your Crime, and undoubtedly was 
drawn into the Commiſſion" of it by your 
Solicitation. This Conſideration is a terrible 
Addition” to your Guilt, and calls for a Re- 


| fenibance anſwerable to it. 


While Iam on this Subject, I ſhall add this 


Word i in relation to Nomen, without whom 


this Crime cannot be committed. God has 
fenced them in with a natural Modeſty, a- 
gainſt their being tempted to commit it. And 
I cannot but look on it as the juſt Judgment 


of God upon them for breaking through this 


Fence, That when once they are known to 


habe done it, no Repentance whatever can 
abſolutely recover their Characters, in this 


World; tho', where it is fincere, it is Aue 
entitled for this, as for other Crimes, to the 
Mercy of God, in the next. 5 | 
Having chus laid before you the Nature of 
your Crime, and the Vengeance which unre- 
pented of attends it; and I hope, excited in 


2 — to be ou in a 4 to mins 


* is der wich 
Yeu, are 0 bold, as voluntarily a 


nounced 3 all * 


ſo notorious a Law of our bleſſed Saviour, at 


the fame. time, that you could come, as Op- 


1 offered, to profeſs your ſelf 


his Diſciple, by commemorating his 


Peak, and receiving 45 holy Sactament, 


1 come new to apply a proper Remedy w 
your wounded Soul. A Remedy, the Efficacy 
— we had been utter Strangers to, 


Had nat God in his great Goodneſs — 
it to the World — bleſſed Saviour. And 
this is that „„ Doftrine: of our 


Mees, Repentance. 
In Getty of "which 1 ſhall uke nates 
of two Things 
Fu. What Repentance 3 1s, in it FA 
Secondo, What Relation your — 


| a in the Grrcumſtonce- you do, bar tn 
; * o Pubhck' Penance. 


Reßentance is a Change of Mind, where» 


8 by the Sinner is heartily ſorry for what he 
bas done, from the Senſe of the great Af- 
| front offered to God Almighty, in the 
Breach: of his Law, and the great Danger 


drought bimſelf into, & Loſs of his 


"Favour both here and hereafter. And as 
2 Teſtimony of the Fruth of his Sorrow, 
confeſſas avd acknowte 

: Ot. and reſolves never * do ſo any more. 


34 e — af. "this — _ bring 


l 4 


. 
. 
* 
= — EE ar Ae rt er ͤſHh— —V—õ—— — — ꝛ—e—᷑¾⅜ — — 
7 


ges his: Guile before, 


„ „ — - 


J ao BE nl HE Sd. SIPS a ho. 


long Indulgence of them, has deprived him 
ofal all uſe (if Imight be allowed ſo to expreſs 


| bl Mill and 


(29) 


| ne — ho iu.im thogwtong 


Way, we. the Violence of his Luſts, thro' a 


my ſelf) of the - Lambs of his Underſtanding, 


A elt ioms, to get out of it. But 
when he is truly ſenſible of his Error, by 


Lncere and hearty Prayer to God to fer his 
Sins home to him, and to give him that 


tue and juſt Senſe of the Heinouſneſs of his | 
Sin, be may come to have that rue Sorrow; 
wherein alone 


Repentance can conſiſt; which 
will end in a willing and therefore thorough 


Reſolution never to fall into the like again. 
Many Men, as ſoon as they have com- 


mitted Sin are aſhamed of it, and reſolve 
faintly to forſake it: But on the next Temp- 
tation are overcome again. And, they 
may be perſuaded of their Sin, and yet hope 
that God will excuſe them ſor the Sake of - 
their general Righteouſneſs in other Reſpects. 


But neither of theſe Cantiictions of the 


| Mind will work: that Sorrow, that when it 


once 
never leaves it, ull ! it has 


the 7 


Sinners Mind 


us happy 
Deteſtation and con- 


Effect of a 


ſequent farſaking it, for the future. If the 
r 
_ - ccompanied with hearty rvent Pr. 
to God to ſet it hame, the Man is —_— 
in eanneſt, or not ſufficiently aware of the 
= Staat 9 he is- under, notwith- 
| ſtanding 


b 


| Quins his Conviction, to break through 
the Force his vicious Habits have laid on 


bim. Fan che Devil bas him all at his 
vi 2 Mercy. | 45 
3 I know no greater Mark of true Re en- 
81! tance than the "Afﬀtution the Senſe of his 
11 | Tranſgreſſion breeds in the Sinner's Mind; 
_ nor do I know how this Affliction can be 
15" ꝛ:tg iſed, but from a Senſe of the ity 


and Danger of Sin, ' whilſt continued in. 
Nor how a Counter- balance of a Compla- 
cency of a contrary Nature to what it has 
been long taken with may be brought about 
in the vitiated Soul, but by Prayer. 

Prayer is the Chain that ins the viſible 


and inviſible World together. And our great 


Creator ſeems to have left us under Diſpoſi- 
tions to moral, and a Liableneſs to natural Im- 
perfections in our preſent State, that we may 
not:altogether look upon our ſelves indepen- 
dem on him. And certainly great is the Ef- 


none more than in our incere Endeavours in 
Took our ſelves from vicious Habits. 


A true Penitent is for mene deepeſt 
xneſgof his Sin, 


Senſe poſſible of the Heinouſne 
and is more deſirous of it "bin even of Par- 
don. He is almoſt afraid of being pardoned for 


it too ſoon. As he had the pretended Pla- 


fure in defiling himſelf, he is not eaſy till he 


(bas che oppolite/Pain, which a juſt Senſe of 
1 * er alone can give him. And if his 
| = Satin 5 Crimes 


3 


Acary of Prayer on many Occaſions. But in 


4 


> 


Which is Biewie 
Scandal given my a evil Em ple Pri LED 
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en have been public and motorious; lll 
he has expreſſed as publick a Deteſtation of 
it; to the Honour of: Almighty: God, by an 

| open and avowed Confeſſion of it. 


And to Him that is ſo afflicted, ' I cannot 
bur: adminiſter the : Comforts which is pre- 


3 ſoribed in the Goſpel, to the repenting Sin- 
ner. That be ſorrows not as one without Hape: 


Repentance being the great and principal Doc- 
trine of the Goſpel: Which the Son of Go 
himſelf came to proclaim to the World, pro- 
curing the Acceptance of it by his meritori- 

ous Death and Paſſion, and continued Inter- 


0 ceſſion at the right Hand of God in Heaven. 


But I muſt here caution you, tliat you do 
not abide by the meer Ceremony, nor think 


your ſtanding here as you do, a Sci to 


your Neighbours, and repeating iti your Lipr 
the Words enjoined you, a ſufficient Atohe- 
ment for the enormous Sin you have com- 


mitted. The Church which enjoins you Pe-- 
nance for your Soul's good, expects it ſhould . 
be ſincerely performed. God expects it, to 


receive you into Favour, — _ 
your own Soul demands it of vou i e 
But tho! this deſirable Eng: nd aden 
to your ſelf, (which however I pray God i it 
may not) it was highly neceſſary; that 70 
ſhould be broug ht torthis Puniſſiment for itz 
zent ybu for the 
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| The Brd:of't 
Dunant not to PE 7-54 
___- _ throvgh:it in chis World; of t 
— the: immer to an open Shume, and chero- 
"IF to work in. him forthe gafexy of his Soul | 
FS pm true Repentance for his Tranſgreſſion 
. Tue A the — notice of no- 
5 e but as it introduces Diſorder into the 
Tief the ofben takes notice of Matters as 
$a | Ae Gy | 
1 our Chur rcwards \regulating' the Manner: 
0 Men, if every one entruſted withthe Bxe« 
 cution of it:would do their beſt rowardy ie. 
„ | e me, v, Low, the Biſboptthave 


They have in their re- 
:Diaceſes the: 
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immediate Care of the | 


. And however i 
to watch after ſo great a Nomber of 


: not v rained, either by che Shame, or 

Pain, that attend che Indulgence of their ir- 

TY: e "MY 4 n . . 
We do not want Laus in Res 
us a Happy and à virtuous Nation, but me. 
labour under: a want of due Execution of FE 


_ . 
i. 


* 


' 


82 5 
s x 9 
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#1 5 1 * 0 * 6 ; 
hic , e tic allows Comma. 
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. en Sel e e 19: 4 
old eehis is lainemablybuſed-by. nes 9 
8 Ira 2 legtecter rer ure 


only ſay, That the 
ne the -[Br/bops 
<« zance of, and puniſh the Sintof l 
and to bring deople td open as. 
them, | were never intended ir pick Ped- 5 
ple Pockets. They were apf inted to 
A aum other Peoples ;»not: taube 
« \Rxamples of Inzqui: in their Own: And tea 
ranks ajuſt:andlawful Gain ſas moſt cer- 
"every one. that any”. eee nee a 
HFubliot ought 70 be paid for this Patti): „ 
% Godlineſo and mot 705 Jan afnaid too often Y 
has been tho Caſe) 'of Ungodlineſs. And 
A is allowed, petits 16 
ec allowed, but in ſome etrabidinary Caſes, 
« And wirh“ chis expreſs Reſrde, that ja gh 
Moncyfhalt be dad dur in pit and clari- 


r 


If cis be nn done in every Inf 
it isnt done the !Officer-of1 
vile N ef Fefe 


NAnuing, ue uprigbely a an lu Office, 
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EE Eu 
ation, where bythe Intention of the Line 
is 207 to be allowed,” or does not lay out every 
Penny that is received to piaus Les. 
The Oath of the Church#ardens is like- 
wiſe -dreadfully. neglected. They have the 
Care committed to them of ſuppreſſing Vice 
and F neſt in the reſpective Fe 
7 which they Þolanger\ 5:12 36011 
But bote this is done, as. and your: fees 
know too well. ug big 1: | 
For my party I Tak this, 1 ta- 
def theſe Paibs!in order to do, What I think 
was my Duty to do, the beſt. in my Station, 
that the excellent Rules of Diſcipline in the 
Church might be ob/ervedzi for the Glory of 
Gal, the Aduanctment of true Religian, for 
Example ion the wicked: Age we live in, and 
for Tour particular Correction, and Edifica- 
_ Tio And that a Thing run into too much 
Contempt flom either real) or ſuppoſed Abuſe 
einithe Practice of thoſe who have the Ma- 
nagement of it, be reſtored, as far as in me 
| 3 to the primitive holy Intention of it. 
I have ſhewn and ſet before you the true 
3 real Nature of Sin; That it is nott can- 
nt be what we imagine it, aur reul and Jub- 
fantial Happingſi. S0 far from it, that it 
carries Miſery in the very Efence of it, whe- 
22 9 we ſee it or no. I have explained the 
Nature of houm Sin in particular, . the Hei- 
noiſſues and great Aggrauation of it, houmver 
: A to. Man'! at Wan Saab Her. 
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y 1 ſhewn you the Nature « — An 
> tance, and what Uſe you are to mal ha 
— Situation you enn fre in, in performing faule . 
8 lick Penance. SY TD: 3% eee , 
„ I ſhall — und ſum up all- with this 2 
bb Obſervation to your ſelf, and to all chat hear 

5 1 . That we ſhould not ſer our ſelves uß 
5 4 to be wiſer than Gop. That God is a good 


. « and a wiſe Being. "Adthin bad — any 
- | + * fore been for the real Happineſs | of his 


k - e Creatures," it would have been” ALLOWED 
1, e them. That whatever \alluring Appear- 
e s ances there may be in any Sim and much 
F e more in the Sin in queſtion, it is all 
r © Shadow and not Reality. And that at the 
4 fame time that any Man greedily indulges 


h ineſs; far ſuperior, and much more ſu 

e « hin, ay SF moe et hap 
t= os 

C | 

oe | ee of ir it.“ _—_ SOIC 4 

1 1 Having thus, 1 1 FI mM Ware, I 2 
. >" * you for it, I proce to do what] 
it am further commanded To rceat to you, 
— chat Form of Words, wherein you are enjoined 

e to expreſs the 86%, you ought to have, of your 
- Crime in this publick ere in the Words 
* a Le. viz. . nt 6 3 5 5 
— » Whereas. IT. H. not bow eee od Ls 
„ bore = E. KC. &c. = ach. 05 


The END. 
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